
High-Level Roundtable on Schools as Living Labs: How Innovation and 
Collaboration Can Deliver Better Science Education and Stronger Social Moorings 

in an Age of Misinformation 

https://www.hel.fi/uutiset/en/kaupunginkanslia/the-new-helsinki-education-hub-turns-
learning-and-education-ideas-into-innovations?pd=v

https://testbed.helsinki/en/edtech/augmented-reality-as-a-history-teaching-tool-on-
suomenlinna/
https://testbed.helsinki/edtech/suomenlinnan-historia-heraa-henkiin-yhteiskehittamisen-
keinoin-lisattya-todellisuutta-hyodyntaen/

https://testbed.helsinki/edtech/immersiivinen-xr-oppimispolku-korkeasaaren-elaintarhaan/

https://testbed.helsinki/edtech/elisan-5g-yhteytta-testataan-opetuksessa/ ja 
https://testbed.helsinki/en/edtech/new-innovative-teaching-materials-created-for-
supporting-childrens-language-development/

https://www.hel.fi/uutiset/en/kaupunginkanslia/the-new-helsinki-education-hub-turns-learning-and-education-ideas-into-innovations?pd=v
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftestbed.helsinki%2Fen%2Fedtech%2Faugmented-reality-as-a-history-teaching-tool-on-suomenlinna%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C00eb94d3149b46e19def08d97cd267e2%7Cf0b9e9d78d664b169c1c6b07c4796280%7C1%7C0%7C637678066636213669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=uNGXHXWW7PyLeTmXAbC2YOUB1T0z%2FBNTZyJCsUL4w2M%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftestbed.helsinki%2Fedtech%2Fsuomenlinnan-historia-heraa-henkiin-yhteiskehittamisen-keinoin-lisattya-todellisuutta-hyodyntaen%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C00eb94d3149b46e19def08d97cd267e2%7Cf0b9e9d78d664b169c1c6b07c4796280%7C1%7C0%7C637678066636223621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=GSCrqlBr8VLYJF%2Bzke3a8oQrmjK7dqP6ELnAkn5LGsA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftestbed.helsinki%2Fedtech%2Fimmersiivinen-xr-oppimispolku-korkeasaaren-elaintarhaan%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C00eb94d3149b46e19def08d97cd267e2%7Cf0b9e9d78d664b169c1c6b07c4796280%7C1%7C0%7C637678066636223621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=jjfDntUy4vpYKDUrCWLAYsr%2BGSEngEpjfwpnrcX2tiE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftestbed.helsinki%2Fedtech%2Felisan-5g-yhteytta-testataan-opetuksessa%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C00eb94d3149b46e19def08d97cd267e2%7Cf0b9e9d78d664b169c1c6b07c4796280%7C1%7C0%7C637678066636223621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2FR1%2Fd8NDo3hBJyO%2FQZI982TfCvHCfQHNstYSgdosIFw%3D&reserved=0
https://testbed.helsinki/en/edtech/new-innovative-teaching-materials-created-for-supporting-childrens-language-development/
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Policy recommendation - Promote:
• Orchestrated Multistakeholder Collaboration (consider your 

city as a Living Lab, School as a Living Lab or Distributed Knowledge and 
Technology Infrastructure)

• Education & Learning (incl. Teachers education)
• Inclusiveness (use Citizen science)

• Openness (Open Science, Open innovation, Open learning)
• Equality, equality, eguality
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FINDINGS: FACILITATING AND HINDERING FACTORS OF MULTI-STAKEHOLDER INNOVATION CO-
CREATION

Digital Living Lab Days

FORMAL
1. Strong vision

2. Governance and orchestration of multi-stakeholder innovation

3. Funding of collaboration and other shared resources

4. Systematic and continuous monitoring (jointly designed)

5. Formal agreements among participating organisations

6. Innovative urban planning

7. Regional Innovation Smart Specialisation Strategy (RIS3)

INFORMAL
1. History of collaboration (long-term collaboration needed)

2. Openness and transparency of culture and action models

3. Personal attitudes among innovation ecosystem orchestrator and other professionals

4. Perception of time (varies among stakeholders)

5. Commitment to common goals

6. Creating conditions for growing internal motivation and genuine value among professionals

7. Trust within ecosystem

CHARACTERISTIC
8. Concentration of specialists, ecosystem critical mass, and location

Policy recommendation: consider both the formal and informal side 
of collaboraiton



Policy recommendation. Promote:
Open Science, Citizen Science, 

Open Innovation 2.0 to create STEM learning 
opportunities and enhance motivation

HEIs &
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Institutions

Society
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Citizens

School as Living 
Labs

- Creativity & 
Learning

- Innovation co-
creation and 

experimentation

Open Science Open Innovation 2.0



Policy 
recommendation: 
The roles
of the City  (Helsinki)



Policy recommendation. Create methods, rules and 
protocols for accelerated joint co-creation and experimentation of 

schools and companies (case KYKY Living Lab)

The City of Espoo has opened its schools to companies and communities for use as development 
platforms. This means that teachers and pupils participate in the testing and development of new 
products and services. The activities are referred to as accelerated co-creation of schools and 
companies, or KYKY. The principles of KYKY are summed up in the KYKY Living Lab Handbook.

KYKY activities have already created new vitality to Espoo in the form of new services, business 
activities and jobs. The participating companies get a reference from the City of Espoo, which has 
increased the market value of products and helped several companies reach international markets.

KYKY activities started in Espoo’s Finnish education. Today, they also involve the city’s early childhood 
education, Swedish education and Swedish early childhood education

https://www.espoo.fi/materiaalit/espoon_kaupunki/verkkolehti/KYKY-Living-Lab-handbook/




Phase I Phase II Phase III Phase IV Phase V

Orchestration Shared vision, language and meaning

Innovaation vaiheet

Funktiot

Challenge 
definiton

Ideate Experimentation Validointi Pre-launch Launch - Post-launch

Learning
(Livinglabs, Maker Spaces, FabLabs, linrarties, HEIs

Test and 
demonstrate TestBeds

Co-create
City as a Living Lab

Show room
Tech library and show room

Scale up scale
out Landing platforms and standardised protocolls

Different roles for a 
school
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Thank you!

Co-creation.Orchestration@laurea.fi
Co-creation Orchestration www.facebook.com/laureacco/
Twitter @laureacco
www.cco.laurea.fi
www.laurea.fi

http://www.facebook.com/laureacco/
http://www.cco.laurea.fi/
http://www.laurea.fi/

